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June 10th, 2021 

Grand Guardian Councils, Bethels under Supreme, Supreme Deputies and permanent members of the 
Supreme Guardian Council, 

We are proud to announce that Supreme Session 2021 is a go! Now you probably already knew that 
long ago but it just feels good to say it out loud! That being said, it is important to make sure everyone 
knows that it will not be like any Supreme Session you have known in the past, and we also are 
intending for it to set some new standards on how Supreme Sessions are conducted in the future. Our 
COVID guidelines will most likely include mask wearing indoors, some social distancing and Daughter 
waivers. Please stay tuned for more information on that in July. 

The new standards being adopted are all about full inclusion of the JDI world. It is long past time that 
we embraced the ‘International’ part of our name, and a big part of that is embracing technology and 
setting those new standards for our annual sessions. There are over twice the number of members and 
adult volunteers outside of North America than inside. It is past time that we included everyone. 
While this pandemic has been so very hard on us, we must also embrace what we learned, embrace new 
ways of doing business, new opportunities for our members and full world-wide inclusion. 

The 2021 Supreme Session will be an opportunity to learn some new things and the Supreme 
Arrangements Committee, Miss International Committee, Supreme Bethel Committee, competition 
committees and the Supreme Guardian Council have worked diligently to put all our new knowledge 
and skills we have gained this year to work. Imagine the ability to include Daughters from all over the 
JDI world in a Miss International pageant, in the Supreme Bethel, in all competitions – the excitement is 
palpable. 

Now let’s specifically address how voting will be conducted. All voting will be done in July through an 
online tool managed by our registration partner. We experimented with the system last year and this 
year it has been expanded to include amendments. There will be no in-person voting this year, but 
there will still be in-person adult business meetings on Wednesday and Thursday. Those meetings will 
be for reports, announcement of amendment results, introductions, and presentations. With no 
elections happening at Session it frees up Friday to hold some exciting workshops to launch our new 5- 
year JDI strategic plan. 

Let’s talk some specifics: 

The JDI Supreme Voting System will be for qualified Supreme Guardian Council voting delegates. Voting 
opportunities will be for all ESGC 8 Line officers, 2 open three-year term Board of Trustees positions, 



amendments, the 2021-2022 Budget vote and the approval of location and dates for the 2024 Supreme 
Session. 

Letters of Intent for Election 
 

All candidates wishing to aspire to the Executive Supreme Guardian Council or the Board of Trustees will 
be required to submit a letter of intent. Submission of a letter implies an automatic acceptance of the 
elected office. All bylaw qualifications for each office are still in effect and can be found outlined in the 
Constitution of the SGC, Article VI, Eligibility and also includes a current CAV qualification. Letters of 
intent are due via email no later than June 29, 2021 to the Supreme Office (SGC@iojd.org). The letter 
should be a PDF format of no more than one page and contain: 

 

- Photo of candidate (a headshot is recommended) 
- First and Last Name 
- State/Province of residence 
- Indication of office aspiring to 
- JDI qualification for that office (ie PGG, PAGG, PJG, PAJG) and jurisdiction (state/province) of 

where that qualification is held 
- Narrative of goals, qualifications and pertinent resume for the office that will assist the 

voting delegates 

All letters of intent will be translated and published in both English and Portuguese to the Job’s 
Daughters International webpage no later than July 6nd for voting delegates to study before the voting 
system opens. Any vacant positions will be filled by the incoming Supreme Guardian in accordance 
with JDI law. 

Eligibility to Vote 
 

As usual, voting delegates include: 

- Current and Past Grand Guardians and Associate Grand Guardians 
- Current Vice Grand Guardians and Vice Associate Grand Guardians 
- Current and Past Jurisdictional Guardians and Associate Jurisdictional Guardians 
- Past Bethel Guardians and Past Associate Bethel Guardians of Bethels under Supreme 
- One selected delegate from each Bethel under Supreme who has been elected by their local 

Executive BGC to serve as a delegate. 

Voting delegates must be registered for Supreme Session 2021 as either an in-person or remote voting 
delegate. The registration system closes on June 30 and there will be no way to add voting fees after 
that date so please help us get the word out for voting delegates to get registered right away. Voting 
credentials will be verified and an email communication will be sent to each qualified voter with the link 
and instructions for the online voting system. That email is targeted to come out on July 8th. 

Bethels under Supreme Voting Delegates 
 

Each Bethel under Supreme (BUS) is entitled to have one (1) voting delegate from the current members 
of their Executive Bethel Guardian Council. The selection of this delegate is to be done in advance and 
the Bethels under Supreme Delegate Form sent electronically to the Supreme Office no later than June 
30th. This delegate is elected by the Executive Bethel Guardian Council members. Please note that this 



delegate is in addition to all Past Bethel Guardians and Past Associate Bethel Guardians of a Bethel 
under Supreme who wish to vote. 

Amendments 
 

There are approximately 50 Supreme proposed amendments this year. A large portion of these 
amendments are about allowing virtual inclusion options going forward. One key lesson learned these 
past months is that the ability to expand our reach with virtual opportunities can strengthen and expand 
our Order. Other important amendments are also on the docket and we hope that each delegate will 
give them due consideration. Originally 102 amendments were submitted and some of those are 
controversial and deserve vigorous debate, others were not urgent and could be handled at a future 
Supreme Session.   With permission of the makers these other amendments will be deferred to 
Supreme Session 2022 so that good discussion has plenty of time to occur. 

With so many amendments it has taken longer than usual to process, get translated and get them 
posted. Our goal is for them to be posted on the JDI Supreme website no later than June 22nd. There 
will be a planned 10-day question and comment period handled via email by Supreme Jurisprudence. 
Their email address is jdijurisprudence@gmail.com. This opportunity will allow everyone to review the 
amendments, ask questions and get any clarification from Supreme Jurisprudence or the amendment 
author. The final amendments with any necessary clarifications based on the questions and comments 
will be reposted approximately July 6th. 

JDI Supreme Voting System Information 

The voting system is planned to be available for one week beginning July 13th and running through July 
20th. Announcement of election results will occur via a communication from the Supreme Office and 
the JDI website the week of July 26th. Amendment voting results will be announced at the Supreme 
Session business meeting on Wednesday August 4th and subsequently on the JDI website. 

NOTE: The voting system has a limited timer to cast votes once the voter begins. It is highly advised 
that a review of all material be done prior to beginning the voting process to avoid a timeout and the 
need to start again. Votes cannot be changed once they are submitted and no delegate can vote more 
than once. 

Thank you all for your continued patience while we navigated all the challenges we have had the last 15 
months. As we move forward, we hope that the things we have learned and experimented with have 
provided some transformational ideas. Please contact us with any questions or concerns you might 
have. We have set up a special email for any voting questions if you prefer that, it is 
JDIVoting@gmail.com 

 
 

Sincerely, 

Shelly D. Cole, Chair, JDI Board of Trustees Susan M. Goolsby, JDI Executive Manager 
GoJobie@aol.com sgc@iojd.org 
US Cell: 801-674-6766 US Office phone: 402-592-7987 


